Australian Model Railway Association 


JOURNAL 


September - October 1991 


Registered by Australia Post 


olume 40 Publication No VBH 1367 
Number 204 AT ISSN 0045-0715 


Page II AMRA_ Journal No 204 


MASTERCRAFT VIDEOS 


B CREATING A MODEL RAILWAY 


MODELS FOR BEGINNERS 
TO ADVANCED 


PLEASURE FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 
A Step-By-Step guide 


packed with practical advice 
and tips from experts (UK) 


Practical demonstrations, 
clear explanatory graphics 
and working examples to 
stimulate the imagination. 


VHS RUNNING TIME 55 aa ms es 


FOR ONLY $49.95 PLUS $5 P&P 


MASTERCRAFT VIDEOS 
PO BOX 331, Northbridge NSW 2063 
Tel: (02) 958 1724 Fax: (02) 958 0201 
Cheque/Bankcard/Mastercard/Visa 
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PACIFIC BELT LINES 


PO BOX 796 
CLEVELAND QLD 4163 
Factory & Sales: Cnr Bradman & Dulacca Sts 
ACACIA RIDGE QLD 4110 
Phone: (07) 2738794 BH or (07) 8245145 AH 
Fax: (07) 2737246 


MODEL RAILROAD HO GAUGE 


MAIL ORDER SPECIALIST 
Our range Includes: Dias eater CO BUILDING KITS — 
*ARKITS * RAILPOWER PRODUCTS 
* ATHEARN LOCOS & WAGONS BODIES & eye 
. * ATHEARN SPARE PARTS * SPECTRONICS CONTROLLERS 
* ATLAS LOCOS & BODY KITS & ELECTRONIC ACCESSORIES 
* ATLAS SPARE PARTS * STEWART HOBBIES, LOCOS & 
* ATLAS BUILDINGS, PARTS 
ACCESSORIES & TRACK * WALTHERS PRODUCT LINES 
* BACHMANN/SPECTRUM ee RARER RR 


* CAMPBELL SCALE MODELS PACIFIC BELT LINES CATALOGUE 


. =a To receive our 46 pege cae 


post paid, please 


* FLOQUIL PAINTS | neque = 4-00 value in stamps 
ou will also receive regular 
* HIGHLINERS BODY KITS newsletters advising new products 
* HUMBROL PAINTS available and specials. 
* LABELLE LUBRICANTS HOW TO CONTACT US 
* LGB 'G' SCALE 
* LIMA : you meget sym you wart. Rise: 
* MICROSCALE DECALS & ou have any questions, give us a 
SOLUTIONS Suick phone tal or write to us - we 
* MODEL DIE CASTING LOCOS _| &nswer all enquiries. 
& WAGONS (incl ’G’ scale) RETAIL OUTLET 


* NORTH YARD WHEELS & PARTS | 
* NWSL GEARS, PARTS & TOOLS sous retail outlet is located at Acacia 


dge, Brisbane 
* PACIFIC BELT LINES fey" a Boni 
REPOWER KITS Saturday: gam -4 pm 
| ° “ 
uname MNES (other times by appointment ) 


* PECO TRACK & ACCESSORIES | Proprietors: 
Don & Heather Palmer 


Bankcard, Visa and Mastercard facilities are available. 
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PO. BOX 2100 NTH. BRIGHTON. 3186 
Phone (03)596- 6342 2 


The shop (5 open Monday to Thursday from /O a.m. 40 6.30 p.m. 0 
Frida From 10 a.m. 46 9.30 p.m ao 
Saturday from Q9a.m. +0 5.00 p.m. i 
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AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY ASSOCIATION - FEDERAL COMMITTEE 
ae er erence meee emma mene bree etree aT 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1991 
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RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE 
Funds on hand at 1 July 1990 Printing of Journal (8 issues) ° 6,107.60 
reasurer's account te Fe Postage of Journal 1,734.99 
Advertising account 192.85 Journal Expenses 2,531.84 
Publishing account 348.68 Stationery 109.43 
Investment account 4,905.38 General Postage 685.63 
Cash on hand 18.44 Trophies 9.60 
Cheques on Hand 129.00 13,135.88 Bank charges _& duties 85.04 
New Membership Subscriptions 1,299.00 insurance . vomputer M1208 
Membership Drive 200.00 
Membership Renewals 7,696.00 
eee Photocopies 336.74 
Joining Fees 936.00 
wer Telephone reimbursement 8.77 
Journal Advertising 775.20 
Ballot Sheets 24.00 
Trophies 84.00 
Beginners Guides 0.50 ge i Ai 
Bank Interest 510.00 a a 
Donations 64.06 12,710.36 
Badges 3.00 Funds on Hand @ 30 June 1991 
Treasurers Account 5,828.64 
Advertising Account 466.98 
Publishing Account 330.41 
Investment Account 5,187.11 
Cash on hand 29.94 11,843.08 
$ 24,553.44 $ 24,553.44 


) eee, Ken Edwards Federal Treasurer 


AUDITOR'S REPORT: 


I have examined the books and records of the Federal Committee of the Australian 
Model Railway Association and report that, in my opinion, the above Statement is 
a true and fair record of receipts and payments of the Committee as recorded in 
those books and records during the year ended 30 June 1991. 


. A he escacae ne see ; Robert W Gorrell, chartered accountant, honorary auditor. 


| in Journal - 


Recently I was invited to put a value on 
a heap of Model Railway Junk’. This had 


accumulated over the years, and the preyi- 
ous Owner was now deceased. “Fit son 
showed me into the spare room where | was 
confronted by a steel storage rack and 
wardrobe filled with an unbelievable collec- 
tion of unassembled kits, rolling stock, and 


accessories that had obviously been col- 
lected over a number of years and then 


| Stored away until that railway empire was 


built. 

What an amazing collection! The ward- 
robe was full of kits, in their original pack- 
aging, by Faller, Kibri, Pola, Quick (later 
Pola) Kleine, Merit, Hornby, Airfix, Lima 
and Playcraft, both in N and H0/00. Inter- 
spersed were set-track and points, both H0/ 
00 and N by Lima, Atlas and Hornby, 
together with rolling stock, mostly Lima, 
AHM, Playcraft, Roco and Minitrix. In one 
box of small bits - loco mechanisms, bodies 


| etc, mainly in HO/00 - was an old tinplate 


clockwork loco in 0 gauge, but unfortu- 
nately without a tender. 

In the storage rack were partly assembled 
kits. Locos in various stages of disrepair, 
and more rolling stock. Mostly Lima HO, 
Reco N, Minitrix N, Bachmann HO and 
amongst it all some 00 Hornby tinplate and 


Trix Twin, both loose and in boxes. | 


Unfortunately, at some time, those had 
been near a house fire, and the packaging 
and some of the very collectable tinplate 
items had one side either heat or smoke 
affected. 

I was asked to make an offer for the lot, 
which would include the wardrobe and storage 
rack. Take the lot or nothing!! I am still 
thinking of what may be a fair offer, and at 
the same time, how I am going to be able 


| to dispose of it all. 


Now this comes back to some old items 
what is to happen to your ‘Junk’ 

when you die. If you have not yet thought 
about this awful subject, and made some 


‘positive arrangements, have another look at 


those old Journals such as volsZ P.102, 
"Do You Know the Value of Your Models’ 
or . “After You Have Gone’. 
Both these articles, and others, may give 
you some help. But the main theme is "DO 
iT NOW’. Do not leave your heirs or 
successors the headache of having to dis- 
pose of your assets without having some 
base line’ to work to, or some direction on 
who to obtain help from. 

On a lighter note, it seems that I am not 
the only one who is either getting forgetful 
or have a large number of ‘gunner’ items 
stashed away. 

Thanks for your comments and I am 
looking forward to an article or two on the 
subject. 

Rex Little 


Editor 
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JOURNAL 


Editorial Deadlines 


The deadlines for the next issue will be 
15th October for articles, 25th October 
for State News and letters and 7th No- 
vember for addresses and envelopes. 


Notice 


This publication accepts no — 
bility for the accuracy or reliability of 
articles or advertising published herein, 
statements made or opinions 
papers or discussions, nor do we neces- 
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in 


sarily subscribe to the views expressed or 
implied by contributors. 
Neither is any guarantee implied or 


conduct or 


n. This pub- 
ication reserves, at me times, the —— 
refuse acceptance of any matter c - 
ered unsuitable for publication. 


Secretary’s Desk 


About the time you are receiving this copy of 
Journal, the Federal Committee will have all the 
nominations for the coming Federal C.O.M. The 
number of members who returned their Constitu- 
tion Amendment Vote was surprising, and now it 
will be interesting to see the response as regards 
the nominating of members for the next C.O.M. 

The Constitution Amendment Voting — as 
ppeee by Returning Officer Charles Nightin- 

ale was a total of 213, being made up of 208 votes 
or the Amendment, and 5 against. 

Federal AGM: This will be held on 8th 
November 1991, 8.00 pm at the NSW Branch, 
Rockdale Club Rooms, and all members are en- 
titled to attend. 

Branch Membership Targets: Up to 2nd 
August 1991, Queensland, Victoria and Western 
Australia have reached their target. 

A member has contributed a valid and con- 
structive criticism on the current system, with 
helpful suggestions for future drives, assuming the 
programme is continued. * Thanks to the member. 
Feedback, even if critical, can be of value in 
helping to improve AMRA. 

Total membership as at 2nd August 1991 is 972 
(3rd August 1990 was 907). 

40th Anniversary Dinner...Plans are virtually 
complete, and now we have to wait till the RSVP 
date, which is still a few weeks away, to complete 
the details. 

The idea of AMRA members not being inter- 
ested in any interstate theft prevention scheme 
has been proven by the silence. No suggestions 
- NO Criticism - no interest shown. Whoops - 
outside the COM, there were two contacts - both 
positive. 


Harry Gibson 
Federal Secretary 
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Notes from the 
Federal Registrar 


I Bet a bit cranky when I still receive 
mutilated renewal forms, even though 
in quite readable print at the bottom 
of the form it states, PLEASE RE- 
TURN THIS FORM INTACT. 

These forms are handled several 
times and by more than ‘one person 
and it is much easier checking them 
when all are of a standard size. Please 
try and co-operate and make this job 


easier. 


Also in this issue is a reminder 
form, which can be pore: if you have 


renewed, but even i 


you do not intend 


renewing, we would appreciate hear- 
ing of your reasons for not doing so. 


The Federal Registrar’s job is to try 


and kee 
arrange 


for the posting of JOURNAL, so if 


fo 


track of all members and 
r the labels to be prepared 


you do not send changes of address to 
that person, but someone else, you 
could miss issues. 

Qid, WA and Vic Branches achieved 
their targets in the membership drive, 
but upon checking figures on the 
Registrars Reports, another method 
of determining the quotas needs to be 


adopted, more of a net 


gain - the 


Branches will be advised on the out- 


come. 


Norm Read 
Federal Registrar 


A 


From the 
Managing Editor 


1 am hopeful that this issue will be out 
uite a bit earlier than the last few issues. 
S an aid to prospective contributors, I 
am now putting the editorial deadlines on 
the title page for the next issue. 

There are no Western Australia notes 
in this issue. Alan Porter is pirat gc 
Coral Bay (near Exmouth) and so "The 
Branchline’ is running late. Of course, it 
is from "The Branchline’ that I extract the 
WA notes and programme. 

After a couple of very lean issues, this 
one has a little more substance, even 
without the WA news. However, much 
more is needed. The cupboard is com- 
pletely bare for the next issue, so any 
articles would be appreciated. I am going 
to be too busy to write any myself as I 
have about another 30 points to make for 
the new Victorian Branch layout. 

Talk about being a glutton for punish- 
ment! I am becoming a little like the 
unfortunate modeller mentioned in Rex’s 
editorial. | am accumulating quite a few 
kits and half finished projects that I’m 
gunner’ finish one day! ; 

Lastly, my apologies to Steve Malone. 
There were some circuit diagrams that 
went missing which should have been 
included in the first part of his article in 
Issue 202. They are now included in part 
2 in this issue. 


Roger Lloyd 
Managing editor 


~~ 
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In the 1970s the Queensland Branch had 
a controller building project led by a past 
esident who showed those interested 
ow to build a neat handheld controller. 
This featured a simple design with inertia 
and braking. 

Figure 5 shows the basic design of the 
circuit; I’ve found this circuit to be most 
successful and adaptable with various 
controllers built over the last 10 years. 

Examining the circuit, let us look at the 
main new components and their functions. 
C2 is the main item in producing the inertia 


by Steve Malone 


effect. When the throttle (speed control) is 
increased, C2 charges first and then allows 
the train to increase speed smoothly, when 
the speed control is decreased, C2 dis- 
charges and produces the’ gentle slowing 
down or momentum effect. To speed up 
the slowing down, the brake push button 
can be operated which discharges C2 at a 
greater tate, this controlled by the valve of 
R4. R2 and R3 control the charge up rate 
and discharge rate of C2 respectively. So by 


‘ Tregha on [orF Switch. 


+ Barke posh Gator 
Rk 2-3kn. 


a Contnollea used on Menyjin Layout 


-~ My Experiences with Transistor Controllers - Part 2 


fiddling with the valves of C2, R2, R3 and 
R4 the inertia and braking effect of the 
controller can be altered to suit the individ- 
ual. 

To improve the starting performance of 
the circuit, a spike of power is introduced 
from the a.c. side of the rectifier through 
R5 and Cl. This is especially noticeable 
when the inertia is switched off. 

I first used this circuit design in a diesel 
loco type controller on the $n3-1/2 Meanjin 
layout seen in Journal No 171. 

This gave added realism and fun to an 
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otherwise simple oval layout. The 
basic circuit was changed slightly to fit 
the situation - see Fig 6. 

The control handles - throttle, 
reverser and inertia (on/off) are turned 
from wood - fine grain is best - in the 
branch lathe and fitted in 5 or 6.5 mm 
masonite mountings made up of sector 
plates and a front piece glued together 
with Aquadhere which gave a suitable 
appearance and operation. Fig 7 shows 
the details. A marble or suitable ball 
bearing fitted with a light spring notches 
the handles into the prototypical po- 
sitions necessary. This gives a proto- 
typical feel and gives the throttle a 
latching device for the nine positions 
(idle, notch 1-8) the balls notch in and 
out of grooves cut in the masonite 
plates with the dremel tool or similar 
machine. 

With the throttle handle used here 
a slot was cut in the wooden handle to 
accept a 1k slide pot - which is hard 
to obtain these days. A normal rotary 
pot has a 300 degree turning move- 
ment and if the control lever has a 60 | 
degree movement, a 5:1 gearing could 
be used instead. Some readers may 
have better ideas. 

The reversing and inertia on/off 
switches are similarly treated, how- 
ever, with these a switch is mounted 
behind the pivot point in such a way 
that a hole in the end of the handle 
operates the switch toggle. Not the 
best of ideas, but it works well. See 
Fig 8. 

The brake control is interesting to 
make and fun to operate. Basically it 
is a handle, a mounting and a centre 
shaft with switching underneath. How 
it is built is up to your requirements, 
imagination and how you use the junk 
that is lying around to make it. Acam 
type set up is used underneath to 
operate three small micro switches 
MS1-3, that control the braking re- 

uirements. The brake has four posi- 
tions - from left - release, off, appli- 
cation, emergency. The handle is 
springloaded with light tension sprin 
underneath so it will return to the ’o 
position automatically. 

For a brake application, one swings 
the handle to the right, closing Micro- 
Switch 2 which operates the brake re- 
lay. The contacts of the relay puts 
BR1 in circuit with inertia capacitors 
C1/C2 and produces a gradual braking 
effect. The maintaining contact holds 
the relay closed. This braking effect 
can only be taken out of circuit until 
the handle is placed in re- 
lease which opens MS1 
and disconnects power 
from the relay. A "brake 
on’ light is fitted to re- 
mind operators that the 
brake is on. If additional 
braking is required, the 
handle can be swung fur- 
ther to the right into 
emergency position which 
brings in Micro-Switch 3 
and this adds another 
resistor BR2 into the brak- 
ing circuit. See Fig 9. 

This controller has 
proved to be most popu- 
lar with many modellers 
giving a new dimension to 
operating a layout. 
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Photo A (above). The controller end of the Meanjin control panel. 
On the top half there is the brake, overload lamp, ampmeter, track 


volts lights and brake on light. The lower half has the controller 
handle and below the inertia on/off and reverser. 


Photo B (below). A view under the top hatch showing the micro 
switches under the brake and the top of the control handle, this 
one using a Slide pot working in a slot in the wooden handle. 
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Photo C . 
A view underneath 
showing the wooden 
handles operating 
the smaller switches. 
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~ Queensland Branch Exhibition 


The years roll by, no sooner is one 
exhibition behind us, before another is 
upon us, again bringing old friends to- 
gether for but a few days, all assembled for 
the main reason of showing their model 
railway to those who like to come and look. 
Of those who gather, most do so year after 
year, at times with completely new layouts, 
some with layouts previously shown, but 
updated, extended, or improved. There is 
always room for more trees, houses, or 
lights, which appears to bear out the saying 
that model railways never get finished. 

Again this year, without exception, all 
layouts on display showed high standards, 
as far as construction and finish of track 
work, scenery and other aspects were 
concerned, all of great eye appeal. The 
owners and operators all gave viewers the 
impression that everything was under control 
at all times, and that they knew what they 


As I Saw It 
by A Macdonald 


were about. 

The patterns of railway modelling ap- 
pear to be changing. The trend is now 
definitely towards larger layouts, mostly 
built to modular concepts, and built specifi- 
cally for ease of transporting and erecting/ 
assembling, or dismantling. The larger layouts 
in both HO or N showed the popularity of 
continuous run situations, areas in view of 
six or so metres long in front, operated 
from an internal area with a fiddle yard in 
back. The ends or viewing side varied in 
width from about half a metre to one 
metre, and in some cases, fully built up 
with scenery and buildings on all sides did 
away with the ‘front-back’ situation. The 
smaller layouts were of traditional types, 


up to 4 or 5 metres long by 1-1/2 metres 
wide, everything within reach from either 
front or back, with controls at the rear. 
Point to Point layouts were in the minority, 
but those on show proved that for some 
situations they are ideal. 

Trade stands by the various model rail- 
way dealers were presented as usual, a lot 
of ’specials’ going at discounted prices, 
with some bargains. All stands showed a 
much wider variety of goodies available, 
than in previous years. Fortunately, a lot of 
the increase in availability applies to ar- 
ticles for which Aussie modellers have 
wished of Australian prototype. 

The traders were represented by Bill 
Webbs Models, Railco, Powerline, Footplate 
and Lloyds, The Hobby Connection, Austral 
Modelcraft, Fox Continental, Railcraft, 
Valley Hobby Centre, Quality Scale Model 
Distributors, The Turntable, AR Kits and 
J and J Hobbies. Some of these traders are 
Brisbane-based, some from further afield, 
but between them, without doubt, one 
could have obtained anything from a small 
price of balsa to an LGB train set. 

The trend this year was definitely to- 
wards layouts based on Australian proto- 
types and scenery, no doubt brought about 
by the fact that there is a big increase in the 
availability of a large range of commercial 
items of an Australian flavour; now not so 
much need to have to resort to scratchbuild- 
ing as was previously the case. The increase 
in Australian prototype appears to be bring- 
ing about a decrease in followers of the 
British Rail scene, little effect on those 
dedicated to the American scene, and a 
falling off of things continental, in the 
scales of HO and OO. N scale is still 
predominantly American, but there was 
some evidence that the N scale followers 
are being increasingly catered for, and will 

robably increase in extent in the near 
ture. 

Layouts exhibited were as follows: 

John Lees showed his HO unit, ably 
assisted by his good friends, the Drever 
family, members of which ran the trains 
almost continually, leaving John free to do 
a PR job with some help from Lindsa 
Drever in that particular department. Al- 
terations have been carried out since last 
year’s show, and on this occasion was 100% 
OR scene, all but a few items of locos and 
stock assembled from kits and hand painted. 
Both John and the Drevers now have a 
good cross section of QR stock, the locos 
of the diesel era, but one of the steam era, 
namely, an A12 of 1890 to about 1920, 


Photo 1 (top) 

Congratulations to Glady and Vince Ford 
(pictured) for the work in this display 
layout which won Most Popular layout by 
public vote. 

Photo 2 (left) 

As part of the AMRA Information Stand, 
Jim Fainges leads younger members 
through the joys of scratchbuilding model 
steam locos in brass. Arron Simpson 
(left) turns up parts for an Sn3-1/2 scale 
QR BBI18-1/4, while Jim works on a z 
mm Scale Narrow Gauge Buderium Krauss 
0-6-0T. 
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when Baldwin locos ran in Queensland. 


Last year a young fellow exhibited his 
first layout for the first time. Jamie Carlson 
was back this year with his N layout, now 
complete with lighting and other improve- 
ments and additions. Not a very large 
layout, but well thought out and neatly 
constructed. 

There were two representatives from 
the Beenleigh district. The Train Place, 
which is a public attraction situated at 
Wolfdene, presented static displays in O, 
HO and N. The other display from the 
district was by the Beenleigh Club. Their 
display was of an HO unit, with NSW 
prototype running through a typical NSW 
rural scene, with a similar sized N layout, 
also NSW stock and scenery, with three 
circuits in operation. Both layouts very 
professional in appearance. 

Stand 13 by the Railway Modellers Club 
of Queensland followed the pattern similar 
to the Beenleigh Club, with static displays. 
Their layout was HO scale, and featured 
NSW stock and scenery. 

Vince and Gladys Ford had their layout 
in the general area of this end of the 
pavilion. A layout of about 5 x 1-1/2 
metres. Plenty of action to keep onlookers 
occupied, with several trains running con- 


tinuously, both N and HO; a large fair 
ground complete with operating ferris wheels 
and merry-go-round, a mini steam train 
giving children a ride around the Fair. All 
surrounded by a Monorail, these attrac- 
tions being just part of the overall scene. 
The competition for the most popular layout, 
decided by the votes of approximately the 
12 000 who ee through the turnstile, 
was won by this exhibit, the prize no doubt 
being much appreciated by the Fords. 


Nearby was a small HO spread, the 
effort of a small group of mates of long 
standing, from the Sandgate area. Their 
Goendy River I don’t recall having seen 
before, but I can recall over the years their 
exhibit has usually had signs displayed 
indicating that somebody in the group has 
a sense of humour. This year, no excep- 
tion. 

Another HO layout of small size was 
also close by. A country scene with a 
variety of rolling stock, the program giving 
credit for this unit to Ralph and Nan 
Simpson, and its purpose was to show what 
could be done to build a presentable model 
at no great expense. Nan was conspicuous 
by her absence from the display, but Ralph 
handled it, no problems. Where was Nan? 
She was doing her bit at the canteen, along 


with a lot of other ladies, all ae providing <™ 


snacks at midday for the exhibitors, and 
keeping up the supply of pies, hot dogs, 
chips and drinks across the counter to the 
visitors, to the extent that it appeared to me 
the canteen may have done record busi- 
ness. The ladies were given great help b 
some of the men folk who kept the drink 
cabinets filled, plus other chores in the 
canteen area. 

On Saturday night after the 6 pm close, 
a Supper was provided for all exhibitors and 
helpers, in the vicinity of 300, all told. the 
repast was chicken with a variety of salads, 
followed by apple slice and custard. The 
people responsible for the smooth running 
of the canteen over the three days, were 
under the able control of Kerry Hayes, are 
too numerous to list, so collectively, thanks 
for a job well done. Thanks also apply, of 
course, to the Club members who spent so 
much time and effort towards making the 
show the success it was. Despite beautiful 
weather, temperature just right, some sweat 
on some brows was observed, particularly 
when some of the heavy work was being 
done, such as unloading or loading fencing 
or other equipment. 

Stand 21 was by a team of consistent 
visitors by way of the Brisbane N Scale 
Group. Their set up, Jaoquin Valley, ran 
five main lines and, due to the large size of 
their layout, were able to run long trains 
headed by large power lash ups. Another 
large size N unit was shown by the Southside 
N Scale Club. The modellers are owned by 
individual club members, the overall effect 
allowing long trains to be run, in most cases 
headed by multiple lash ups representin 
the big power scene. A standard N Tra 
System module was also on display. 

The All Gauge Club, another group of 
regulars at the AMRA shows, were present 
again with Stand 22. They turn up with a 
different display each year. 

Stand 24 was by Scale Model Railways. 
The continuous run was presented in an 
unusual concept, in that it was in the shape 
of a king size dog bone, long and narrow, 
with the large circle at each end. The scale 
was HO, and was based on the SMR in 
NSW of about 50 years ago when the South 
Maitland Railway was at its peak with coal 
traffic in that area. 

One of the few British type displays in 
OO was by Derek and Philip Holliday, was 
based on an imaginary station typical of 
those found on the "Settle and Carlisle’. 
Scenery similar to the real thing. Adjoinin 
was another English style exhibit in O 
based on a branch line terminus of the 
Great Western Railway. This one by an- 
other regular of many years standing by 
name of Dave Jenkins. 


Photo 3 (top) 

Also at the AMRA Information Stand, 
Robert Farlow (left) works on his Sn3-1/ 
2 1502 and 1460 class locos, built in 
styrene with Lima/Mainline 45/40 British 
00 scale mechs. Robert is attending to his 
fan forced smoke units, spurred on by 
Glenn Wright's modelling in this way. On 
the right, Arron cuts up a NSW C38 with 
a hack saw. 

Photo 4 (left) 

One of the special visitors to our 1991 
show was SMR a fine HO NSW layout 
from the Newcastle district. Here a NSWGR 
50 class 2-8-0 works an empty ’coalie’. 
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r the first time a Memorial Trophy was 
presented as a lasting memory to the late 
Dr Steve Suggit. In this photo, L-R, we 
see Eric Lyon, past President and active 
member in the days when Steve Suggit 
was active in Brisbane, Sandra Suggit, 
Ann Suggit with Daphne Lyon. On this 
right is Steve Malone beside the diplay of 
models in the loco competition and a 
selection of Steve Suggit’s work in S scale. 


reserving ex cane locos and 2’ gauge 
items. Of similar interest were the people 
at Stand 18. Their interest centres on the 
Pioneer Railway which has operated for 
some time with their headquarters near the 
now closed Swanbank Power Station. They 
had on show a relic from 100 years ago by 
way of a four-wheel vehicle akin to a 
bicycle, pedal and chain driven, with 
immovable handles bars placed so extra 
leverage could be exerted towards the 
pedals via the hands and arms. It was used 
he Auditor in his travels from station 

to station checking books. Possibly the 
only one in existence in Australia, worth 
heaps from a collector’s point of view. As 
for the fellow who got to do the pedalling, 
he must have finished up with arms and legs 
like Popeye, ora sine physical wreck. 

Union Pacific Club provided a demon- 
stration of kit assembly and other aspects 
of their area of rail scene modelling. The 
three or four fellows at this table kept at 
their job, so busy at times with the glue 
container, with turn and turn about with a 
can of soft drink, I was half expecting to see 
someone down a mouthful of glue and try 
to stick some thing together with Golden 
Circle Lemon. This Club has been regulars 
for years, usually with a layout. What for 
next year? See you again then chaps. 

A display of films, videos and posters 
was at Stand 28 under the auspices of the 
Brisbane and Ipswich film society. The 
ARHS was present with their usual presen- 
tation. Of a similar nature was the display 

Railcraft. A large variety of colour 

tographs of varying sizes, plus a range 
v. kits for the follower of Australian proto- 
type. 

Displays of miniature live steamers were 
presented by the Brisbane Live Steamers, 


who, apart from the models, offered a large 
range of photos, T shirt and other gear for 
sale. The QSMEE group had a similar 
show of live steamers plus some in the 
course of construction. 

A small commercial stand was operat- 
ing, conducted by people raising money for 
the Caboolture Historica! Village. The wares 
offered for sale were mostly second hand of 
varying ages and quality, some collectors 
items included. 

On the subject of regular attenders. 
Noticed another well known one present 
again. Well known to every member of 
AMRA irrespective of where they live in 
Australia. Hope to see you again next year, 
Norm. 

The venue for this year’s happening was 
in the Horticultural Pavilion in the RNA 
prone’ as in years gone by. More work has 

een done during the past year in keeping 
the building up to scratch. Some floor 
space has been lost due to a rock waterfall 
scenic area being installed in the right hand 
rear corner of the building. No hindrance 
to AMRA as layout shapes and sizes seemed 
to fit in better than on prior shows, and 
despite the 53 stands, there was less con- 
gestion in passage ways than in other times 
when attendance figures were lower. Good 


Is Weathering the Way to Go? 


by Ted Ward 


Toy train catalogues have traditionally 
depicted their representations of railways 
as nice clean shiny places, where every- 
thing has a ’new’ look and tidiness abounds, 
with no trace of the litter and rubbish which 
has graced most railways in this country. 
Some modellers have attempted to get 
away from that toy train look and, in the 
pursuit of realism, have weathered rolling 
stock, modelled buildings in a somewhat 
dirty and derelict or, at least, run down 
condition, adding also the rubbish and 
clutter which used to abound in and around 
railway premises. 

Times have changed, and such things as 

stkshop Health and Safety Acts, with 
their emphasis on making the workplace 
safe, have led to the wholesale clean up of 
railway workshops and premises around 
Australia. It is established that untidy 
environs promote the occasion of industrial 
accidents. 


Railway yards which used to have up to 
a century of accumulated clutter littered 
around them are nowadays bereft of the 
interesting miscellanea which used to make 
them a historian’s delight. most, if not all 
of it, is gone now; cleaned away in compli- 
ance with the Act, and railways are starting 
to look as clean and tidy as the ones in toy 
train catalogues! Where do we go next? 

From the generalities evinced above, 
some modelling principles can be formu- 
lated. In short, early railways were new, 
clean, tidy and lacking the debris and 
clutter with which they came to be associ- 
ated in later years. Mid-era railways, that 
is from probably before the turn of the 
century until the late 1980s-early 1990s 
were awash with debris and clutter and 
blackened by a century of soot from the 
steam locomotives. Modern railways, as of 
now, will be squeaky clean. 

Photograph any remaining evidence of 
those receding years while yet you may. 


ROO 


space was available near the canteen and 
with plenty of seating available in that area, 
more people seemed to be encouraged to 


have a pie or a hot dog and a drink and 
partake of it seated in comfort. 

The weekend comes on stronger each 
year, bigger, better and brighter. Thanks 
to the many helpers. The oldies like me are 
slowing down a bit, but the enthusiastic 
young fellows are keeping things balanced. 

If they continue to keep up with Bob 
Mawson at the speed at which he travels, 
and hang in their like the Committee of 
Management, future shows are assured of 
success. 

The final act of this year’s show oc- 
curred after 6 pm Monday. There must 
have been a few tired people around with 
a big weekend behind them, but the dis- 
mantling of layouts and the clearing of the 
pavilion went like clockwork, with har- 
mony and co-operation being the key word. 
To see things happen that way was an 
added bonus to a pleasant weekend. 


Note from Managing Editor 

The photographs were supplied sepa- 
rately by a person other than the author of 
this article. Unfortunately, I cannot iden- 
tify who to give the credits to. 


Longer Grass 


by A McKenna 

After finishing your model pastures to 
your Satisfaction with lots of lush, green 
sawdust or foam grass, you plonk in a few 
suitably weathered sheep (no shiny, white 
ones, right?), and suddenly the effect is 
subtly spoiled; your pasture is exposed for 
the smooth, bowling green surface it really 
is, because the grass only comes up to the 
sheeps’ ”ankles”! 

One easy solution is to take your favour- 
ite pair of sharp cutters and carefully so 
your sheep off at the ”knees”, then plon 
them back in the pasture. Amazingly, the 
grass will now appear to be knee-deep! 


Have you sent your AMRA 
subscription renwal yet? 


Not only did Dave have an exhibit, but 
he was made use of to judge the entries 
submitted to the competition for the best 
scratchbuilt model, for the prize of the 
Stephen Suggitt Trophy. This year was the 
first occasion for this competition, did not 
attract a great lot of entries, but, I expect, 
will increase as time passes. Though not a 
great number to be judged, | think Dave 
may have had a bit of a hassle in making 
up his mind, as each model was of superb 
class. However, his final decision gave 
Steve Malone the Trophy for his brass 
Krauss cane loco which ran, if my memory 
iscorrect, in the sugar industry not far from 
Brisbane. 

To wrap up the English style units, Greg 
Langridge had Copley Hill on show. This 
also showed a branch in the English coun- 
tryside of about 40 years ago, but where 
Dave Jenkins is an enthusiast of Gods 
Wonderful Railway, Greg obviously is a 
follower of the LMS scene. Also in OO by 
Steve Russell-Clarke was Ambridge Dale, 
based on the station of that name, and 
related to a period of about 1960. All of the 
English type layouts were obviously built 
by fellows with great skills in modelling 
railways. 

Another well known exhibitor, Noel 
Laval, was present again with a medium 
sized scene set in the American Desert 
region. The town is serviced by a 3’6” 
gauge by way of Denver and Rio Grande, 
the standard gauge Seite that of the Union 
Pacific. I seem to recall as I viewed this 
display, that day turned to night and back 
again to daylight. Noel models well consis- 
tently. 

There was plenty of vintage Hornby on 
show with pack of the exhibits kept wisely 
in close proximity in the one area. This 
allowed good collective viewing of the 
three-rail systems of years ago, and the 
beautifully restored tin plate items of 60 or 
70 years ago; everything running like it just 
came from the factory. Among the tin plate 
wagons I saw some similar to those I had 
as a boy, included a snow plough which I 
recall my mother bought for me after much 
coaxing, the price being 8s6p (must have 
been about 1932 or may be 1934). 

Wattle Flat by Ron Fox was Stand 43. 
In HO scale in the popular format of the 
long run in front operated from inside, with 
the fiddle yard out back. The stock and 
scene was of a freelance nature based on 
NSW, but set in the period of the 1960- 
1970. Nearby was another layout of similar 
style and size by the Gold Coast Model 
Railway Group. Scale was HO, basically of 
NSW concept, but also with some Ameri- 
can prototype running. That was Ironpot 
Creek. 

Another large N scale was presented by 
the Moreton N Scale Group was in some 
ways similar in style to the other large N 
exhibits, but more emphasis on industry 


Photo 5 (top) 

This trade display by Quality Scale Model 
Distributors had an excellent display 
showing his products in use. This high 
standard of O scale modelling caused 
much discussion and drooling in this 
area. 

Photo 6 (right) 

A finished portion of the display Quality 
Scale Model Distributor display was just 
so excellent - words fail me, but what is 
that chap doing behind that small tree? 
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among the scenery, as a result more shunt 
operations and less main line running. 
Long trains and big power lash ups were 
featured. 


A con to point layout was shown by K 
J Walker of a type not often seen on show. 
Of medium size such as one would expect 
to see in the spare room or under the house 
in someone’s home. The Barfi Light Rail- 
Way was an imaginary, but true to type 
narrow gauge line of southern India of 
about 1965, with typical scenery, not yet 
fully completed over the full length, but 
serving to show various stages in the con- 
struction process. Third most popular by 
public vote. 

The public vote gave second choice to 

Alynvale. Similar in size and concept to 
other HO units, shown for the second time, 
but now bigger than its first appearance at 
the 1990 show. Based on Bolivia in NSW 
for the track plan, and is typical of single 
line working of that area about 30 years 
ago. 
The final representative in HO came 
from Darcy Brittain. Wheatworth depicted 
an imaginary area in NSW, was of typical 
concept as far as size and shape were 
concerned. Rolling stock and scenery was 
of typical NSW background. 
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A display designated as Model Eure 
bahn was basically the only display wi 
continental connection. It consisted 0o1~« 
table with a small amount of track work, a 
few Marklin locos, all equipped with the 
latest electronic control devices from TRIX 
which is claimed to be the most efficient 
and cheapest of the new age technology, 
being demonstrated. A couple of small 
items by way of a Z gauge complete in an 
open brief case, and a loco and a couple of 
coaches in Z making slow progress anti- 
clockwise on a track around the circumfer- 
ence of an LP disc on a stereo turntable 
which was moving clockwise at 33 rpm. 

AMRA provided an information booth, 
and had a lathe and other tools set up. Jim 
Fainges, with the help of Aaron Simpson, 
Tony Webber, Steve Malone and some of 
the other experts at ’scratching’ spent three 
days cutting, lathing and ee while 
demonstrating the art of scratchbuilding. | 
didn’t check at the end of day three to see 
if the project was completed. 

AMRM were present with a small dis- 
play of their magazines and books put ne 
by SCMRA. 

There was a static display by the peopre~ 
from the Narrow Gauge Museum at 
Woodford. Their scene is the restoring and 
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Welcome again to Narrow Gauge Junc- 


tion. As promised last issue, this article 
continues the research theme giving more 
in depth details for people visiting Queens- 
land to gain knowledge for narrow gauge 
modelling. Areas covered will include 
preservation societies, mill tours, locomo- 
tives in parks and other railway related 
attractions. I will cover these in a geo- 
graphic progression, starting in the south. 
_ Whilst the Brisbane region was never a 
big sugar growing area, there are several 
items of interest to see. Dreamworld, a 
theme park at Coomera between Brisbane 
and the Gold Coast, has 5 two foot gauge 
locomotives. 3 are steam, the other 2 being 
diesel maintenance locos. Their 2 operat- 
ing steamers are a War Department Baldwin 
4-6-0 and a Perry 0-6-2T. Both are modi- 
fied into a ’wild west’ appearance, but 
there is also a rare John Fowler 0-4-OWT 
statically displayed in close to original 
condition. For more details on Dream- 
world’s Railway, see Journal No 166. 
Dreamworld is open every day. 

At Box Flat, near Ipswich, the Queens- 
land Pioneer Steam Railway has recently 
restored Perry 0-4-2T ’KILRIE’ to operat- 
ing condition. This is a 3’6” machine, ex 
Pioneer Mill near Ayr. It only runs occa- 
sionally, a PB15 4-60 (ex QR) being the 
usual motive power. QPSR runs at least 
once every month. For further details 
contact (07) 227-1520 or (07) 281-0555. 

Undoubtedly the biggest collection of 
two foot gauge locomotives in Australia is 
at Woodford, 75km north west of Brisbane 
on the D’aguilar Highway. The Australian 
Narrow Gauge Railway Museum Society’s 
Durundur Railway has 15 steam and 5 
diesel locos on site. Many of these are rare 
and significant, with most awaiting restora- 
tion. Operation days vary throughout the 
year, and further information can be gained 

y ringing (07) 269-2468 or writing to PO 
Box 270, North Quay, 4000. There are also 
a couple of private collections in Brisbane. 

Nambour is the first major sugar area 
reached and many locos are preserved 
here. At the mill, 3 locos are preserved, 
including a Shay which is to be restored 
into Operating condition. There is a Dick 
Kerr 0-4-2T in the Live Steam Park in 
Florence Street and a John Fowler 0-4-2T 
at Muller Park, Bli Bli (on David Low 
Way). Mill tours operate during crushing. 
These tours operate at almost every mill 
during the season (July-November) and 
private enquiries to any mill are essential. 
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Part 3 - by Chris Malone 


The best bet is to refer to local telephone 
books. 

At the small town of Childers, north of 
Maryborough, a John Fowler 0-6-2 is pre- 
served in a park near the state school. 
Childers is on the outlying reaches of the 
Isis Mill tramline, this mill being worth a 
visit (6km past Childers on the Bundaberg 
road). At Bundaberg, Boyd’s Antiquato- 
rium on Bourbong Street West has a 
Bundaberg Foundry 0-6-2T on display. All 
other locos in this sugar city are preserved 
by the Bundaberg Steam Tramway Preser- 
vation Society. They have a 1km track at 
the Botanical Gardens in North Bundab- 
erg. They run trains using either a BFC 0- 
4-2T or an O&K 0-4-OWT on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays. For further information, 
phone (071) 59-3341 or write to PO Box 
1569, Bundaberg 4670. 

The Mackay district is the next area of 
interest for the two foot gauge enthusiast. 
Several locos are in parks - a War Depart- 
ment Hunslet at Langford Park, Eton and 
another at Rotary Park, Proserpine (beside 
the water tower); a John Fowler at Mackay 
Harbour and a Hunslet 0-4-2T outside 
Pleystowe Mill. Another 3 locos are in 
private collections. As well as a large 
amount of 2 foot activity, close to Sarina is 
QR’s Jilalan depot from which coal trains 
operate at a steady rate. The Bulk Sugar 
Terminal at Mackay Harbour has tours, as 
do most mills. Again, private enquiry is 
essential. 

The next sugar area begins at Home 
Hill, where Ashworth’s Historical Museum 
have the prototype Perry 0-6-2T. Before 
you cross the Burdekin, Inkerman Mill (on 
the riverbank) have a 3’6” gauge Hunslet 
preserved outside. Just past Ayr, a 3’6” 
gauge Avonside is preserved in a park at 
Brandon. If you missed the Mackay Bulk 
Sugar Terminal, there is a similar installa- 
tion at Townsville Harbour. Along the 
Strand at Townsville, there is a QR C17 4- 
8-0 preserved and further on at Heatley’s 
Parade in Rowes Bay, there is another War 
Department Hunslet 4-6-0T (ex Invicta 
Mill. Giru). 

Once north of Townsville, you enter a 
continuous sugar belt to Mossman. At 
Ingham, CSR’s Victoria Mill (the largest in 
the southern hemisphere) is 7 km to the 
east. 
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They have preserved a Hudswell 


ie. ~ 


Clarke 0-6-0 and Decauville carriage (as in 
my sketch) which run occasionally. This 
mill has the largest tramway system, with 
26 diesels in all. 2km north east of Ingham 
is the sister Macknade Mill with the Lu- 
cinda Bulk Sugar Terminal another 6km 
further along. Raw sugar is hauled to the 
latter by 2’0” trams, this being the most 
southerly point this is done at. Tully is the 
next sugar town, followed by Innisfail. 

The next historical point of interest is 
the Australian Sugar Museum at Mourilyan 
(on Bruce Highway). They have a Hudswell 
Clarke 0-6-0 and an 1883 John Fowler 0-4- 
2T. Mourilyan Mill is just east of here, and 
the Bulk Sugar Terminal 11km away. Only 
26km north of Innisfail is Babinda, where 
another mill is located. A further 33km 
north is Gordonvale, which has the Mulgrave 
Mill. Further details from here north 
appeared in the last Journal in my article 
"Steam in North Queensland 1991’. As 
mentioned, the Mulgrave Mill runs its 
Mulgrave Rambler steam service to Orchid 
Valley. Further details have come to light 
on the Sugarworld tourist venture at 
Hambledon Mill, Edmonton. This is quite 
substantial featuring waterslides, restau- 
rants, zoo, etc and has a commuter service 
with a small diesel. A Hudswell Clarke 0- 
6-0 is preserved in the site. Further details 
can be obtained on (070) 55-5477. It is 
open 9-5 daily, but note that this mill is 
rumoured to close at the end of this season. 

Mossman Mill’s Balleyhooley operation 
consists of 3 services. The first tour is Port 
Douglas to Mossman and return (40km) 
with a mill tour and a second being a tour 
from Mossman with a short ride, mill 
inspection and afternoon tea. The third 
service is a commuter shuttle with a Baguley 
0-6-0DM in the Port Douglas resort area. 
This is all new trackage, not used for cane 
haulage, with an impressive standard of 
facilities and infrastructure. Mossman Mill 
can be contacted on (070) 98-1400. 

As mentioned last issue, good maps are 
essential and usually road maps from auto- 
mobile associations (eg RACQ) are good 
enough. More detailed information on 
local areas is now handled by regional 
tourist boards and no longer by the Queens- 
land Tourist & Travel Corporation. 
However, the latter will be able to give you 
general information plus addresses to write 
to. 

The next article will look at modern 
development in sugar tramways and the 
modelling implications. 
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Uses for Twenty Five Litre Containers 


Cleaning and mixing various concoc- 
tions such as plaster of paris and other 
scenery colour mixes, as well as staining 
timber has been and will probably continue 
to be part of railway modelling well into the 
foreseeable future. Such operations have 
always entailed difficulty as a really suit- 
able container has never before been available 
which can be delegated as strictly destined 
for workshop use only. Mum’s bucket has 
always been there, but sometimes domestic 
implements are best left well alone. 

There must be a better way, and per- 
haps the following may prevent domestic 
tiffs!!! 

The well known and universally popular 
four gallon steel drum is still a familiar, if 
no longer very common, container for 
petrol and industrial chemicals, such as 
floor pou fluids, oils, kerosene and 
probably hundreds of other different liq- 
uids which can be most usefully dispensed 
from a container of such size. 

Four gallons metrically converts to a 
little over eighteen litres, but when a metric 
container was designed to replace the older 
drum, the new receptacle evolved with a 
capacity of twenty five litres. 

The replacement container is now an 
everyday item, and is often used in com- 
mercial or industrial situations for holding 
floor polish or floor stripper. As such, it 
is most likely to be encountered by readers 
at schools, offices and workshops being 
used by cleaning staff. The modern con- 
tainers are made of translucent or, per- 
haps, coloured plastic and have a handle 
integral with the design of the container. 
The containers are throwaway items and 
are non-returnable. This means they can 
often be acquired reasonably easily, usu- 
ally upon a polite request. 

Whilst generally similar, containers do 
differ in detail, usually in the number and 
position of outlet/inlet caps. Often there is 
one large one on top with a smaller cap 
protecting a ‘breather’ outlet. This last can 
also be used as an outlet for a tap or cock 
if the bottle is laid horizontally, but the 
more frequent fitting of a tap is via an 
outlet at the bottom of the container. 


The Pop Valve 


Ref Roger Lloyd’s suggestion that 
Australia can support but one National 
association. 

A good idea, | think. Perhaps the 
thoughts of the AMRA founding fathers 
were along these lines. 

The problem lies in the fact that Roger 
has the number wrong. Last time I counted, 
we had AMRA, SCMRA and NMRA and 
this count does not include other associa- 
tions with members nationwide in Austra- 
lia, such as the British Railway Modellers, 
P4 and EM Societies, Marklin Modellers 
etc, etc. etc. 

Australians being who they are, no 
sooner would we get two associations 
amalgamated, then a new one would spring 
up to cater for the assumed shortcomings 
of the new association. 

One merely needs to look at the Mexican 
Syndrome’! 

Phil Kelly, NSW 


by Ted Ward 


usually on the opposite side of the inlet 
port 

There is really only one important 
precaution to be observed in handling 
disused containers and that is to ensure that 
the container did not previously hold poi- 
sonous, noxious or otherwise hazardous 
chemicals in it. Do not consider the use of 
such containers as even the most thorough 
cleaning will still mean the handling of such 
chemical, and some residue may remain 
which could result in cause for regret 

After ensuring that the container has 
not previously contained acids, caustic soda. 
drain-cleaning solution or something like 
embalming fluid, give it a good wash out 
and dispose of the cleaning water some- 
where appropriate where it will not harm 
the environment (read lawn, garden, vege- 
table patch!) 

The container 1s now ready to be remod- 
elled into any of several useful workshop 
appliances as depicted in Figure One. Cutting 
is easily done with a Stanley knife or any 
medium capacity knife with a firm sharp 
blade. Push the point of the knife through 
the plastic and draw it along either a 
straight edge or else. a previously marked 
line. 

The advantage of making a container 
this way is that it is larger than the average 
bucket or it can be shaped to suit a 
particular purpose. The handle either can 
or cannot be left on the container, depend- 
ing on the chosen design, but the absence 
of a wire handle as found on commercially 
available buckets will mean that the new 
item will not be suitable for domestic use 
This should mean that there will be no 
demand for it outside the workshop and it 
can be kept in use inside the workshop. 

Being a Workshop Purposes Only’ item 
will mean that it can be left, for example. 
with sawdust soaking in dye; with sleepers 
or ties soaking in stain; with anything 
soaking in fluid for modelling purposes 
without that call of anguish "Where’s the 
bucket?’ or even worse ’What is all this 


paint in the buck?’ or, even sillier. "Who 
put all this plaster of paris in MY bucket?’ 

A receptacle can be made suitable for 
mixing plaster of paris and usually a shal- 
low container is most suitable to facilitate 
the extrication of all plaster. A deep 
container is more useful for holding quan- 
tities of bulk material for long term storage 
such as twigs, foliage and tree-making 
material. Offcuts of timber can be kept 
neatly, expanded polystyrene, lengths of 
wire, sawdust, in fact anything of a bulky 
but light nature is easily kept in cut-down 
twenty five litre containers. 

Scenery materials can be kept together 
as a ‘kit’, plaster of paris in a bag or 
container, spatulas, mixing sticks, scissors 
and anything needed for making scenery 
can be kept tidily together in one location 
ready to facilitate recommencing the job 

Cutting a container lengthwise results in 
a receptacle of different shape and larger 
than a standard bucket. Deep receptacles 
are perhaps best left with the ‘curl’ remain- 
ing at the top edge of the receptacle to give 
added strength. The author uses such a 
container for cleaning Westinghouse brake 
parts in his vacation and reports that the 
unprowaed ‘cleaning bucket’ is sturdy and 
effective. 

It will soon become obvious that several 
containers may have to be acquired if it is 
desired to have a variety of receptacles. 
For example, sometimes a container can be 
cut up to yield two cleaning receptacles; 
one perhaps with a lid tightly screwed in 
place. Such a container can hold or store 
dry material, although usually the lid can 
be sealed tightly enough to hold fluid. 

Allin all, the twenty five litre container 

represents a very inexpensive and most 
useful addition to the workshop and it has 
the potential to be a most useful aid to the 
modeller. The range and scope of its 
ossibilities cannot have been exhausted 
ere and it has the potential to complement 
the best equipped workshop. Imagine a 
neat row of them on a shelf, filled with 
modelling material of various kinds and 
each neatly labelled with a felt pen as to its 
contents? 


Improving Powerline Diesels 


by A McKenna 

A common problem with Powerline 
double-cab diesels (BL, G and 81 classes) 
is a tendency to derail and short on some 
points, caused by the wheels being gauged 
too closely so that they collide with the 
point blades and guard rails. 

Unfortunately, it is not sufficient just to 
move the wheels apart to the correct gauge: 
this gives the wheelsets enough lateral play 
to disengage the drive gears. 

The solution is to remove one wheel 


entirely from each axle and insert a spacer 


washer onto the axle, between the truck 
chassis and the non-geared wheel, to keep 
the gears engaged. A 5 mm square of .030” 
thick polystyrene sheet (bread bag tag). 
drilled to clear the axle, make an adequate 
washer. 

To remove or regauge a wheel it is best 
to support the back of the wheel and push 
the end of the axle through it with a thin 


punch. An automatic centre punch makes 
this task easy, in the absence of a proper 
wheel puller. 

A worthwhile improvement to incorpo- 
rate at the same time is to substitute a set 
of Powerline replacement wheelsets with- 
out the rubber tyres (about $10 for six 
axles) to reduce the wobbles. The new set 
will also need regauging and spacers. It 
may be desirable to add some weight to the 
chassis to compensate for the reduction in 
traction. 


As one of those who has forwarded 
submissions to Head Office with the hope 
that somebody there will sort out the typos, 
spelling and grammatical errors, omissions, 
faux pas, mal de mers and chemin de fers, 
acknowledgements and thanks are due to 
our former typiste Helen. Welcome to our 
new Helen who is about to find out that not 
all carriages are on typewriters! 
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Uses for Twenty Five Litre Containers 
Stylised Drawings 


Cut up here if a deep strong container 


bop. Sk ere Feet) 


[ 
| 


Cut out one top corner edge diagonaily 
tg make a bucket still with a hancle. 


/ 
/ 


“ 


Oe Cut Fere if a shallow container enna 
1s required. 


Taps are available and 
can be fitted here. ? 


Leave the ‘'curl' of the top edge to give strength 
if a deep horizontal 'bucket' is desired. 


<< Cut the container this way for 2 > 
dish about 12" by 16" and 4" dee 


D. 


AW. 


Maximum size possible for a Cleaning or mixing dish 
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It Occurs 


The railway preservation movement is 
quite surprising, when you come to think of 
it. The average person in the street rarely 
thinks about trains. They only consider 
them if one happens to be going from A to 
B when they want to go from A to B. 

Of course, the railway enthusiast body 
is always interested in trains, for their own 
sake not just as a means of movement when 
train passage nappers to be convenient and 
coincidental. The members of this enthu- 
siast fraternity are the prime movers in 
preserving trains and we all know what a 
good job they are doing in that direction. 

The preservationists cover such a wide 
range. At one well known centre | was 
recently privileged to visit various groups 
act almost alone in what they do. They 
devote themselves to restoring signalling 
equipment, old and not-so-old coaches, 
freight wagons and, of course, locomotives 
large and small, tender and tank. Then 
there are the schemes where a complete 
railway line is virtually frozen in time. 
Activities then include track work, stations 
and sometimes some enormous specimens 
of civil engineering. 

As time goes by, advances of technology 
in railways render more and more items of 
equipment obsolete. It seems only quite 
recently that steam was consigned to the 
scrap heap by the influx of diesels. Yet 
some of those internal combustion replace- 
ments have themselves been made out of 
date by units more powerful, efficient or 
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having higher availability and, as we know. 
electrification is spreading. But we must 
not deny that steam still appears to be 
favourite. 

When these preservation activities are 
open to public view, the normally disinter- 
ested population shows that it can be 
attracted to railways. Talk to some of them 
and they often realise that they, too, have 
noticed a great change in something that 
they have usually taken for granted and 
considered commonplace. But when 
something else comes along to absorb their 
attention, railways slip back into their 
subconscious. Still, while their attention is 
held, a few shackles can be persuaded out 
of their pockets or purses, to help keep the 
preservation going. 

In the model railway world, something 
very like that situation exists too. A pretty 
fair proportion of the patrons at a model 
railway exhibition do not follow the hobby 
themselves, but get dragged along by 
someone who does. Once there, they 
realise that the common concept of big 
boys that have not grown out of playing 
with toy puffers is quite wrong, and that 
model railways is a worthwhile hobby. 
And, it helps that their admission monies 
pay the show expenses with some left over 
to keep the club activities rolling. 


To Me 


The parallel between full size preserva- 
tion and modelling goes quite deep. Just 
as there are followers of the prototype that 
have their interests channelled into sepa- 
rate aspects of operation and construction, 
there are modellers whose talents follow 
quite definite tracks (!). We have whiz kids 
that are into complicated electronic control 
circuitry, as well as those well-versed in 
fixed engineering works such as bridges 
etc. Among us are the architecturally 
inclined who can recreate stations and 
many other sorts of buildings. The locomo- 
tives, Carriages and wagons have their own 
adherents. Naturally, we need the perma- 
nent way experts. 

However, there is one area that we need 
to be accomplished in that the full size boys 
do not. In the real thing, Mother Nature 
provides the scenery, whereas we have to 
provide our own in the small sizes. 

Apart from that, I think that we mod- 
ellers are the preservationists are doing 
very similar jobs. We can duplicate, in 
miniature, almost that exists or has existed 
in the world of trains, and thereby provide 
information and visible momentos for those 
who will follow us. 

There is, | am sorry to say, one thin 
that I have frequently come across with ful 
sized preservation that I never have in the 
model world. Will someone please tell me 
how to provide a model railway with that 
delightful, wonderful, steamy, oily, coal 
smoky SMELL! 


Lines Around 


by Harry Gibson 
Needing some larger sized plans of a 


layout, doing the curves proved to be a 
The swinging tail end of the 


menace. 


trammels cleared the deck of wanted items 
or needed to go through me, and the large 
(blackboard size) compass got in the way of 
my face. 


Scrounge box to the rescue. Using two 
nylon strips - 15 ins x 25 mm x 4mm, I cut 
a slot in one piece and drilled them both as 
shown, giving me the radii range I wanted 
- 48" to-26”. 


Drill to suit size of pencil or pen 


& tapped 1/8"w 


— 
{ 
~B 
Da 


2 holes = drilled, c/sk, 


Drill to suit size of pencil 


or scriber point 


Unplanned bonus. Simplicity in use, 


convenience in colour changing. 


2 screw assemblies req. 


—-~ 


e——wing nut 


tne SDTINE Wash 


<——— flat washer 
nylon strips 
1/8 "w c/sk 
screw 


~ 
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Train Chasin’ 


While many would not admit to it in 
public - most modellers also partake in the 
‘sport’ of train chasing. This activity serves 
several functions; a major one being proto- 
type research for the purpose of modelling. 
However, like any sport, there are several 
pitfalls to watch out for .... 

1. Still Photography Rules 
_ > Always have a camera that jams or 
isn’t wound on 

- Never put the film in properly 

- Always want two photos when there’s 
only one left.on the film 

- Clouds turn up only when trains do 

- Be prepared to stand in the rain and/ 
or at night 

- Know all the good photo spots but 
keep them a secret 

- Know all the roads/tracks to the above 
spots 

- Be able to take into account overhead 
wiring and power poles etc 
2. Tape Recording Rules 

- Be content that dogs and kids are 
acceptable background noise 


STATE NEWS 


SARL ee 


by Anonymous Queensland Member 


- Must have a large sign (with a flashing 
light) that says "SHUT UP! 

- Have a tape recorder of reasonable 
quality with easily discernible functions, ie 
the combination of record and rewind 
buttons rarely make good tapes 

- Must carry a torch (with customary flat 
batteries) as the tape recordist is generally 
nocturnal 

- Must have infrared vision for getting to 
‘off the beaten track’ locations in the 
middle of the night 

- Expertise in camouflage required once 
at a suitable location 

- Other hazards include sneezing, noisy 
tape recorder mechanisms, inquisitive (and 
talkative) bystanders, erasing tapes by 
accident and train drivers who like conserv- 
ing fuel 
3 Video & Movie Rules 

Add 1 and 2 above .... 


Summary or Other Handy Hints 
A set of timetables can be handy - 


Pl OL ta as | ' 
See 


rat 
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President’s Piece 


My apologies for the late presentation 
of the 1990 President’s Report. A missed 
connection and a change of Branch Re- 
porters has not assisted, but here it is. | 
hope the spelling gets treated more kindly 
this time. 


President’s Report 1990-91 


In all my 25 plus years of AMRA 
membership, I have never attended so 
many Branch meetings as I did during 1990. 
Although there were times when it seemed 
to be a great effort to get myself out to 
Rockdale, | must confess that I have en- 
joyed all of those meetings. 

So, just what have we achieved as a 
Branch in 1990? 

To begin with, we have had a Commit- 
tee with which it has been a pleasure and 
privilege to work, a Committee capable of 
working together with the common pur- 
pose - better facilities, better programmes 
for you, the members of the NSW Branch. 
I would refer you to the November/Decem- 
ber 1990 Journal for my apeeetoe of the 
Branch Committee Members. 


Installation of our emergency lighting 
system is nearing completion, to the stage 
where we have had a couple of dummy runs 
to check out the efficiency of the emer- 
gency lights, leaving only the installation of 
the battery and contractors to go. A by- 
product of this system will be the ability to 
turn lights on and off from the front door, 
instead of the current stumble through the 
dark routine. My thanks to Dave, Bob, 
Norm and those others who have assisted, 
physically and materially. 

The second access to the mezzanine 
floor, 0 scale layout is progressing through 
the planning stages, again, thanks to Dave 
Bennett. 

During the year, the programme has 
generally been successful, the notable 
exceptions being the Modelling Competi- 
tion and some of the clinics. It is to be 
hoped that the incoming committee will 
persevere with these types of meetings and 
that attendance will improve. Without 
these elements in our programme, our 
general modelling skills cannot improve 
and I, for one, cannot see a long future for 
this Branch if it should become just a place 


however, as few trains run according to 
these anymore, their most useful tasks are 
for swatting flies and finding where signal 
NR14 is. A knowledge of all fast food 
joints in the target area is essential - 
ALWAYS ORDER TAKE-AWAY. The 
train chaser’s transport can be any type of 
vehicle, as long as it is fast, fuel efficient 
and has high ground clearance. This ideal 
rarely exists in practice, so use a rented/ 
borrowed car if possible. In the old days, 
the local SM could be a mine of informa- 
tion, but CTC has changed that. The best 
equipped Train Chasers have a mobile 
phone in combination with a friend who 
just happens to be a train controller on 
duty. Good physical condition is required 
for running back to the car, climbing tele- 
graph poles, scaling cuttings, wading through 
creeks and leaping barbed wire fences in a 
single bound, amongst other things. 

While the odds are certainly against the 
train chaser, modelling would never be the 
same without it. There is always going to 
be some new prototype which no one has 
photos of. 

See ya down the tracks. 


to go to run trains. 

We have, as often as possible, attempted 
to run clinics as a series: a demonstration, 
a do-it with assistance, if required, a do-it 
on your own - followed by a competition. 
This method is designed to let us learn, 


develop and exhibit new skills. I don’t 
think it matters how experienced we may 
think we are, we can always pick up new 
ideas and new methods. One of the more 
successful clinics was one where there were 
three key speakers, followed by an open 
session when virtually every member pres- 
ent described his own methods or vari- 
ations of the material presented. Remem- 
ber that modelling methods are not con- 
fined to a specific prototype or era of 
modelling. 

Our slide and film nights have been well 
attended and well presented by a selection 
of members and well known visitors. We 
have a couple of these nights programmed 
already for 1991. Remember, when you 
come to these meetings, the presenters 
appreciate having questions asked - it shows 
interest in, and appreciation of their efforts 
on our behalf. 


a IT 
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Our Auctions have again been success- 
ful in achieving high percentage sales. We 
have even attracted sellers from WA. Our 
Annual and Christmas dinners - successful 
to the point where we are close to ’standing 
room only’ - Thanks Ed. 

We held two open days during the year. 
each of which gained some new members 
for AMRA and the Branch. 

There is a small supply of sheets on the 
magazine rack for members to use, to 
either volunteer to present or organise 
some activity at a meeting or to suggest 
activities for meetings. I hope that use will 
be made of these sheets in the coming year. 
to give the incoming committee a guide to 
what you want by way of meetings, BUT, 
these sheets are not to be used to ‘volun- 
teer’ someone else to do something. It is 
up to the committee to find the body, just 
present your ideas, please. 

Our Exhibition was, again, moderately 
successful, thanks to our Exhibition Man- 
ager - Bob Wardrop, Roster Clerk - Phil 
Lee and his small, but staunch band of 
helpers (let’s see more volunteers this year, 
PLEASE) and our tireless band of Ladies 
with the occasional interstate visitor. (Special 
thanks to Jack Tresider, who even brought 
his own teapot cosy with him!). Let’s not 
forget the exhibitors, also, for without 
them we could not have an exhibition. 

A point that our Treasurer, Jack Parker, 
has raised, is that without the exhibition, 
we would have problems in financing the 
Branch Clubrooms. One answer to this 
problem is to increase our membership, so 
I ask that each of you keep an eye out for 
potential members. Another answer to the 
problem would be for every member to 
remember to drop their donation into the 
box as they sign in. There is regularly a 
discrepancy between the number of mem- 
bers who have signed in and the amount ’in 
the till’. I’m sure the incoming committee 
will not want to appoint a ’policeman’ to 
guard the door at each meeting. 

In closing, I would once again thank the 
1990 Committee Members, our Ladies for 
their good works at so 
many afternoon teas 
and suppers, the 
Wednesday workers 
and all those who have 
supported the Branch, 
simply by attending the 
meetings. 

Yours in modelling, 

Phil Kelly 
President, AMRA 
NSW Branch Inc 

1990-91 

Further apologies for 
the lack of programme 
information in the May/ 
June Journal. Infor- 
mation had been sent, 
but for reasons best 
known to the editorial 
staff, the complete 
information had not 
been printed. (Not a 
Mexican plot, simply 
received too late to meet 
the deadline! Manag- 
ing Editor) 

The Branch Pro- 
gramme has been set 
out through to Decem- 
ber 1991 for some few 
months. The April- 
October programme has 


been available at the Clubrooms since 
April, and will shortly be updated to cover 
through to December 1991; the number of 
months printed being limited to the space 
available on one sheet of paper. 


Notes on Past Events 


Clinic - Detailing waggons. 

Presented by Alan Tonks and myself - 
two different viewpoints. From detailing a 
scene with a waggon, to detailing a waggon 
from the barest minimum to the ‘nth’ 
degree. 

Modelling Competition 

At last we actually got enough entries to 
run a competition - first one for at least 4- 
5 years (I told you to be patient, Craig - you 
moved house too soon). 

Entries submitted by Col Shepherd, 
Jack Parker, Gary Earl, Ross Stell, Alan 
Casserly and Phil Kelly. 

Top marks went to Ross Stell for an HO 
MLV Kit, followed with equal points by 
Col Shepherd - 0 Scale NCL Set, scratch 
built station; Phil Kelly - HO Scale, Trio of 
GSV 4-wheel sheep van kits. 

Lowest marks: Phil Kelly scratch built 
43 class body on Lima chassis. Judges 
comment: will be nice when it’s completed 
- gee it’s only 20 years old! 


Open Day 
Again a success with old faces re-ap- 
pertms once more, plus a satisfying num- 


ber of visitors. The Clubrooms were open 


from 10 am till late, during which time we 

entertained in excess of 70 members and 
also more than 70 visitors. 
Auction: 

Once more successful. 


lots sold. 
Slide Night: 
Ex-member Col Gilbertson once again 
presented a range of slides covering regular 
and preserved steam operations and diesel 


Most of the 


Operations demonstrating the point that 
railway history in NSW was just yesterday. 

At the time of writing, Alan Tonks is 
organising a bus for our forthcoming outing 
to Richmond Vale and Ed Hogan is fine 
tuning the 35th Annual Dinner - you almost 
have to be present at Rockdale as the 
Dinner announcement is chalked up on the 
blackboard, if you want to be sure of a seat. 


Please remember 


As the exhibition approaches, we will 
need voluntary workers. Hawksbury Layout 
will most likely appear again. 

Speaking of voluntary workers - wel- 
come to Tom Parkes, who has volunteered 
to fill in as Branch Reporter for the remain- 
der of the year. 


New ’HO’ Layout 

The New’ HO Layout has for some time 
been completed to the stage where it is 
operational, albeit far from completed on 
the scenic side. It is now time to comply 
with the minutes of previous COM and 
consider a new HO Exhibition layout. 

The COM has approved construction of 
a new layout, and is seeking tenders for the 
supply of aluminium module frames and 
Unistrut trestles to construct a layout with 
minimum size of 6.6 x 3 metres, based on 
the modular design exhibited by the 
NSWMRC at Liverpool 1990. 

The tender will be for the supply of 4 


, corner modules, plus 6 straight modules, 


plus supporting trestles. 

Any member wishing to obtain a tender 
for this construction, please contact the 
COM for the relevant standards. 

Any member wishing to submit a plan 
for the new layout is invited to submit a 
Scale Drawing of their suggestions. A 
protypical or typical NSW Railways design 
will be preferred. 

The module frames are to be to the sizes 
shown below. Although a width greater 
than the frames is possible, it would be 
preferable to maintain module width equal 
to frame width for ease of storage and 


Modular Layout Frame 
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Minimum size configuration. 
4 corner modules, 4 straight modules. 
Overall size 6.6 x 3 metres. Each square = 300 X 300 mm 
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transport. 

Required standards for the layout plan 
at this time are: 
Size 

1) Minimum size to be 6.6 x 3 metres 
with interchangeable modules on one side. 

2) Alternatively, 8.4 x 3 metres, with 
removable 1.8 metre modules on each side. 

3) Alternatively, 6.6 x 4.8 metres with 
reasonable modules to reduce size to 6.6 x 
3 metres. 

Straight Scenic Modules may be 1.8, 3.6 
or 5.4 metres long. Tracks may cross 
module joints anywhere within a ‘Scenic 
Module’. At the interface between scenic 
modules, track must cross module joints at 
90 degrees and shall be 25mm either side 
of the module frame centreline. 

The corner modules are designed to 
accept track centres at 25mm either side of 
a 1200mm radius, ie 1175mm & 1225mm 
radii. 

Track Bed Datum to be 100mm above 
the top of the frame. 

Minimum mainline curve to be 900mm 
radius. 

Points: minimum No 6. 

As previously mentioned, there is plenty 
of room in the Clubrooms - see you there. 


Phil Kelly 


NSW Branch Notes 


Visit to Richmond Vale 


Railways 

The use of a 40-passenger bus hired for 
the visit to Richmond Vale Railway on 
Sunday 4 August helped make the day a 
great success. Thanks go to Alan Tonks, 
the Branch driver and, perhaps, we may 
look forward to the pleasure of similar 
arrangements for future outings? 


Stairway to the 0 Gauge Layout 
at Rockdale 


That access, provided many years ago, 
to the mezzanine floor at Rockdale is more 
than reminiscent of the forward ladder 
from the main to the upper deck of a 
certain County Class cruiser. Energy, and 
not a little skill, is required to negotiate the 
Club ladder, and although still young in 
heart, there are some members who have 
found the climb to be somewhat arduous. 
The recently-installed stairway, complete 
with landing, from the foyer to the upper 
floor is a great boon - even though the 
walking space round the 0 gauge layout is 
just a little less than ample. Our apprecia- 
tion goes to: David, who produced the 
plans and the design; Bob who provided 
the major timber items; Arthur and Bill, 
aided by Bert, Arthur and Norm (of course) 
plus sundry sidewalk foremen (sorry, fore- 
people!) contracted the installation work; 
and Val and Shirley, of the Ladies Auxil- 
iary, ensured that the working party and 
the forepeople were adequately victualled. 

There is no doubt that such a desirable 
addition to the Clubrooms will be fully 
appreciated and a ’well done’ and grateful 
thanks go to all those who were concerned 
with the construction. Now, did someone 
ask about moving the position of the roller 
door to the other side of the foyer so that 
there will be unrestricted access for a 
loaded trailer! 


Clinic on Paints and Painting 


Scenery 


The clinic, conducted on a bitterly cold 
night on Friday 9 August, was, neverthe- 
less, well received. The use, by Roy, of oil- 
based enamel gloss paints, as distinct from 
water-based paints and powder colours is 
somewhat unusual for the 80s and 90s, but 
the results achieved are the significant 
feature. Once again, many methods and 
materials are available to the modeller and 
so far there’s no law to say that water-based 
paints and dry powder colours are manda- 
tory. Roy’s suggestions and recommenda- 
tions included:- 

The use of burnt sienna, umber, 
oxford ochre and emerald green applied to 
a rock face and then braghed over lightly 
with mineral turps to represent ironstone. 
; The use of matt or carriage varnish, 
egg-shell flat, or matt picture varnish (from 
art stores) sprayed on carriages improves 
and highlights the finish. 

, Limewash made from rocklime 
(unslaked) mixed with raw linseed oil and 
thinned with salt water - as in sea water - 
is longlasting on garage walls etc and tends 
to make expanded foam fireproof. 

Incidentally, the direct application of 
mineral turps to expanded foam yields 
some interesting, but generally undesired 
results, unless the aim is to create deep 
holes in the scenery. So, make sure that 
foam for scenery is well covered with, say, 
a layer of hardshell (paper dipped in plas- 
ter) before any application of mineral turps. 
(On an incidental note, a large cylinder of 
medicinal oxygen may be sighted in any 
one of a number of rooms in the home 
establishment these days. However, the 
cylinder is not in the layout room and 
despite the gleams in the eyes of a number 
of modellers, any temptation to use oxygen 
as a spraying medium has been rejected as 
being out of the question. The large red 
label on my oxygen cylinder says : 

"CAUTION - no smoking, matches, 
sparks, oil or grease. Do not use electrical 
pads or other electrical equipment when 
oxygen is being used.’ 

That seems to be clear enough to me 
and, besides, the cylinder is far too heavy 
to wheel downstairs to the layout room...). 


Exhibition Raffle Layout 


Barry has donated the baseboard for the 
layout to be raffled at the October exhibi- 
tion and Roy has generously donated 
turnouts, buildings and scale trees plus a 
set, at less than cost price. It appears that 
construction progress has been limited by 
the absence of a particular Wednesday 
gnome over a period of some weeks in a 
number of other places. However, the 
absence in one of those other places gave 
a much better appreciation of that article 
by Chris Malone in the July-August Jour- 
nal on Steam in North Queensland-- 1991, 
despite some disappointment because my 
family had failed over the years to locate an 
historic ’golden Po’ said to have been lost 
in a flood (by a rather notorious Madam...) 
during the construction of the magnificent 
Cairns to Kuranda rail link. 


Annual Dinner 
Saturday 17 August 


President Phil welcomed the members 
and the guest speaker, Eric Adam, at the 
annual dinner. Eric commenced his career 
with the NSWGR, subsequently graduated 
as an electrical and mechanical engineer 


and enjoyed appointments to the SAR, the 
Defence Forces, the Water Board and 
Boral - and, at the age of 82, is still engaged 
in gainful employment. Eric’s appearance 
and delivery belied his age. He spoke like 
an energetic person about to celebrate a 
successful 60th year, and his ability to 
relate personal anecdotes, experiences and 
his philosophies was such that the hour 
passed all too quickly. A birthday presen- 
tation was made with loud applause to 
Elma, Harry Gibson’s wife. Ed Hogan, our 
resident Maitre d’, expressed his apprecia- 
tion for the assistance given in setting up 
the dinner layout, with particular reference 
to Charlie and the ever-present, Norm. 

in turn, appreciation for all the effort 
involved in the success of the dinner must, 
once again, be given to Ed Hogan and Val, 
too. (That should ensure me a second cup 
of tea and even a second very plain biscuit 
at the next meeting?). But, seriously, 
congratulations, Ed. 


Tom Parkes 
Branch Reporter 


Program 
Items of special interest in the program 
to the end of December :- 
October 
- Fri Exhibition preparation 
5,6,7 Sat Sun Mon 
October Exhibition 


November 
8 Nov 
16 Sat 
December 
cs Sat 
13 Fri 


Federal AGM 
Auction 


Christmas Dinner 
Members’ Slide Night - bring 
your 10 best 
Please note that there will not be a 
meeting on Friday 27 December. 
Meetings at the Clubrooms, Chapel Lane 
Rockdale are held on- 
Ist and 3rd Saturdays and 
2nd and 4th Fridays 
Unless specified otherwise, meeting times 
are as follows:- 


Friday 7.30 to 11 pm 
Saturday 2 to 5.30 pm 
Auctions 


Goods for sale are to be booked in no 
later than 2 pm 

Telephone number 

aoe NSW Branch Clubroom is 567 


All correspondence regarding NSW 
Branch matters should be addressed to:- 
The Secretary 
PO Box 194 
Rockdale NSW 2216 


N Scale Report 


or 
How Many AMRA Members does 


it take to Weave a Basket? 

Ah, the good old days. The Monda 
nights when the vigour and ruckus of yout 
would resonate about the friendly walls of 
Rockdale’s own MRA. Sad to see it jade 
away to the merest memory as the burdens 
of premature senility plague the Clubroom’s 
youngest set. 

I mean, just look at them! Each body 
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hunched over row after repetitious row of 
relays. Tragic frowns contoend the coun- 
tenances of the venerable Bennett and 
Cooper, staring blankly at the intricate 
minutae of hardware... at each other... and 
back again. Poor souls, doomed to the 
purgatory computer switches to each block 
in the layout. In the other cobwebbed 
corner huddles the senior Watson, who in 
the most complete return to childhood, 
endlessly melts strings of lead onto strings 
of copper. Thank goodness the poor 
creature has not yet grasped the core of the 
malicious rumour that his eldest form, 
formerly noted dousing himself with plas- 
ter, was suddenly overcome with the same 
peneiic defect and neglected to cleanse 

imself of the material whilst applying it to 
the inside of a tunnel and dried in place, 
unnoticed by the other patients. To date 
the staff have been unable to locate his 
corpse. The fourth inmate, Lischeld, 
struggles with infinite endurance to put a 
square peg in a round hole - cut out from 


Library Notes 

As I have probably said before, the 
‘landscape’ format is particularly well suited 
for books of railway photographs, how- 
ever, ill-suited they are for putting onto 
shelves. Here is another one; ’East Coast 
Diesel Pictorial’ by Roger Renton and 
published by Rail Portfolios (another new 
name to me. Ah, will they never end?). It 
consists of 70 photographs of Queensland, 
NSW, Victorian and CR trains, with inter- 
esting, excellent pore, though with lim- 
ited use for modellers, except insofar as all 
photos add to our knowledge and feel for 
a prototype. Possibly the printing is con- 
sistently a little light, but a nice birthday 
present nonetheless. 

I guess that the Very Fast Train will still 
be in the news at the time this gets printed 
(will it/won’t it?) and if so, you may well be 
interested in VFT Project Evaluations; 
November 1990 which we have just inher- 
ited from a deceased estate. It was pre- 
pared and published by the joint venturers 
when they were still joint. It is not, of 
course, an overtly selling document, so 
presentation is spare and unemotional, but 
with an enormous amount of information, 
which will certainly interest any model or 
prototype railfan. Whichever way the 
decision goes, this evaluation will be a 
small part of history. 

From the same estate, a book the Li- 
brary somehow failed to acquire when first 
published. It is "Bridges & Buildings for 
Model Railroads’ edited by Willard V 
Anderson and the Model Railroader staff. 
It was published in 1964, but don’t be put 
off by that. The structures haven’t changed, 
nor have their dimensions, and though new 
_materials have been developed since then, 
the construction methods are still basically 
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the remains of his designs for the layout 
computer brain. | 

As the old saying goes, the higher the 
climb, the harder the fall! In the impossible 
endeavour to match the standards of the 
layout in the adjoining room, these dra- 
matic plunges from the pinnacles of genius 
can be observed at its most tragic. 


by Glenn Watson 
®@eeoeoeeoeeoeee ee 0668880 


Recent work at the clubrooms has been 
the construction of an additional stairway 
to the O gauge level. Our thanks for this 
effort are due to Bob Poole and the build- 
ers Arthur Harris, Bill Schwebel, Bert 
Hetherington and Arthur Hall. It is easier 
for those not so nimble to get up top. 

Not much has happened on the HO 
layout, it gets ope of use, the signalling 
branch are still in hibernation wif one of 
the hand controls is conspicuous by its 
absence. The timetable group are getting 


the same. 

Aren't unsolicited gifts a pleasure! I’ve 
been getting for the last few months the 
monthly Newsletter of Wangrail Inc, the Y 
Railway Enthusiasts Group. Their inter- 
ests clearly cover modelling as well as 
railfanning. Of particular interest is their 
regular Coming Events feature, which lists 
tours, in Australia and overseas, exhibi- 
tions, meetings, and even (in the July issue) 
The National Railway Historical Society 
(USA) 1991 National Convention, in 
Huntington, West Virginia. Thank you, 
Wangrail. I'll be glad to give you shelf 
space. 

I don’t need to make a song and dance 
about the Walthers catalogues, just to say 
that we’ve now received their World of N 
& Z Scale - 1991, and that, as usual, it will 
not be let out of the Library. (I want to 
be able to drool, in quiet moments). 


Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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Victorian Branch Notes 


July Meeting 
Models for Display 


N Riches” - Lionel ’Railscope’ TV 
camera fitted in HO train. 
Competitions 
Model B Race - NOIX wagon - 
82 points 
Photo 
Print - S Westerman - Climax at 


Menzies Creek - 88 points 
Slide - No entry 
Syllabus Topic 
A selection of slides were shown by 
various members. 


the bugs ironed out of the operations and 
hope to put ona session for the unbelievers 
before long. 

The N gauge progresses and is opera- 
tional and can be utilised more than it is at 
present, so N Gaugers come forth and learn 
what makes it tick. 

We recently had a video evening and a 
most interesting one. Firstly, one by our 
visitor Alan Porter on ’How the West was 
Won’, translated into the building of their 
beaut new clubrooms from go to whoa, of 
which they can be proud. The second was 
125 years of Railways in New Zealand’ and 
apart from anything else, the Grande Parade 
at the end was an eye opener. I doubt if 
something on such a scale and variety could 
be mounted over here. 

There has been several other interesting 
progipmninds but it seems many do not like 

raving the cold weather, there are heaters 
in the clubrooms. 


Norm Read 


August Meeting 

Competitions 
Model R Luke - NSW 
SFS 2nd class coach - 87 pts 
Print - S Westerman- 
DRC at Wallan - 91 pts 
Slide - No entry 

Syllabus Topic 

G Stockfeld presented slides showing a 
wide range of VR signals from around 
Victoria with emphasis on the Melbourne 
suburban system. 
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General News 
Puffing Billy Trip 


Has been changed to 9th November 

1991 (not 16th as previously advised). 
Video Competition 

For the October 1991 meeting (which is 
the AGM), a video competition will be 
held. Conditions are:- 

1. To be approx 5 minutes in length. 

2. Subject to be of Model or Prototype 
Railways. 


Photo 


Working Bee 


Please note that Saturday working bees 
have been placed on the ’to be confirmed’ 
category, depending on the amount of 
work required to be done. Confirmation 
will be given at the meeting preceding or 
refer to J Treseder or Secretary. 


Invitation Day 
At which the Vic Branch hosts kindred 
model railway clubs, will be held on Sun- 
day 24th November 1991. The Club layout 
is available for running of models for our 
guests. 


- 


Box Hill Arts Festival 


The Branch displayed the ’Linton’ lay- 
out at the above Festival in July. Arrange- 
ments etc were handled by Rex Little, G 
Nitz and G Stockfeld.(see photo below as 
published in the Nunawading Gazette) 
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Program 

October 

6 Sun Timetable operation - 1.30 - 
5 pm 

7 Mon Weekday working bee and 
operation 10 am - 3 pm - 
BYO train 

10 Thu AGM -7.30 pm Model - 
Australian or other kit. 
Photo - all over advertising 
tram 

13 Sun Observation run - 11 am 

21 Mon Weekday working bee and 
operation 10 am - 3 pm - 
BYO train 

24 =Thu Timetable operation - 7.30 - 
11 pm USA pre WW? (pre 
1942) 

31 Thu Clinics - 7.30 pm 

November 

3 Sun Timetable Operation - 1.30 
pm to 5 pm - Australian 
prototype 

4 Mon Weekday working bee - 10 
am to 3 pm - BYO train & 
running 

14 Thu Social Meeting - Videos - 
7.30 pm Model - Open stan 
dard category 
Photo - Tunnel Portal 

16 Sat Working Bee - 9 am - to be 
confirmed later 

17 Sun Working Bee - 9 am 

17 Sun Running Day - 1.30 pm to 5 
pm - BYO train : 

18 Mon Weekday working bee & 
running - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train 

24 Sun Invitation Day - 11am - BBO 
lunch 

28 Thu Timetable Operation - 7.30 
pm to 11 pm - Aust prototype 

December 

1 Sun Timetable Operation - 1.30 
pm to 5 pm - USA (general) 
prototype 

2 Mon Weekday working bee & 
operation - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train 

12. Thu Xmas Meeting - Reverse raffle 
- Bring a plate - 7.30 pm 
Model - Aust or other kit 
Photo - Lower Quadrant Signal 

16 Mon Weekday working bee & 
running - 10 am to 3 pm - 
BYO train 

17 Tue Junior Running Day - BYO 
train 


©@eeoeoeees e000 80886 @ @ 


Coal Creek Historical 


Village, Korrumburra 


At the August meeting of the Vic Branch, 
Messrs Brian Blake, Bob Barnes, Cedric 
Rolfe of the Committee of Management 
addressed the meeting. 

The Village was established nearly 20 
years ago under Council control and opera- 
tion. Approximately 12 months ago a 
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Committee of Management took over the 
running, etc of the Village. 

One of the projects the Village COM is 
desirous of undertaking is the establish- 
ment of a railway museum in the station 
building, which used to be the entrance to 
the Village. This station building was 
originally at Woodleigh Vale station, then 
moved to Coal Creek and refurbished 
many years ago and as it is no longer used 
aS an entrance to the Village, would be 
ideal for a Railway Museum. The Village 
has quite a few railway items, etc. 

The COM would like to establish a 
model of the Korrumburra Railway Station 
and yards as they were in the coal opera- 
tion days. The area to be set aside for such 
a model is approximately 25 H x 13 H and 
would be 1/8” to the foot gauge (scale for 
5 H 3 in gauge). There is no specific 
timespan in which the project has to be 
completed. 

The COM seeks advice, suggestions, 
photos, plans and actual help in planning 
and building this project. 
As they have very little 
expertise among their 
members on model railways, 
they have asked the AMRA 
whether any of our mem- 
bers could assist. 

If interested, please 
contact one of the above 
Committee Members, care 
of Coal Creek Historical 
Village, Korrumburra 3950, 
or telephone (056) 55 1811 
- 8 am to 6 pm daily. 


Bob Marsden 
Branch Reporter 
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Gordon (Gresley) 
(Fred) Fox 


We are saddened to hear 
of the death of Gordon who 
passed away on the 2lst 
August after a short illness. 
Over 120 friends attended a 
remembrance service held 
at All Souls Anglican Church, 
Sandringham, Victoria, on 
the 27th August. 

Gordon was born at 
Goole, Yorkshire, England 
in 1920, entered the Royal 
Air Force as an apprentice, 
volunteering for flying du- 
ties during the early stages 
of WW2, and trained in 
Canada as a pilot, serving in 
this capacity and as a flying 
instructor throughout the 
remainder of the war. 

Emigrated to Australia 
in the late *S0s wtih his 
family, taking a post of flying 
instructor with the Royal 
Victorian Aero Club. 

Later appointed by the 
Department of Civil Avia- 
tion as Chief Examiner of 
Airmen, Victoria/Tasmania 
Region. In this position he 
restructured the civil avia- 
tion side of the regulations 
governing flying instruction 
and safety standards. Dur- 
ing his career he amassed 
over 19,000 flying hours. 

His love for railways was 


Page 99 


boundless. The vary (green) of his eye was 
the London and North Eastern Railway 
Company (L.N.E.R.) with the ‘Flying 
Scotsman’ as his favourite locomotive, and 
Sir Nigel Gresley as the greatest engineer. 
Last November, whilst in England he trav- 
elled over railway lines that he had not 
been on before, so fulfilling an ambition of 
travelling on all British Rail passenger 
lines, 

His layout in a double garage, depicting 
Goole as he remembered it as a boy, was 
almost complete. 

Members of the Australian Model Rail- 
way Association (AMRA) and British 
Railway Modellers of Australia (BRMA) 
(Gordon was an active member of both) 
will miss, but nor foget his personality of 
which his gruff Yorkshire humour was a 
great part. 

We offer our condolence to his wife 
Dorothy, daughter Patricia, son Leslie and 
their families. 


P.J.E. 


NUNAWADING GAZETTE, Wednesday, August 7, 1991 
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‘Little’ railways 


MODEL train enthusiast Rex Littie, of Nunawading, showed off his 
collection at Box Hill’s annuai Arts Festival recently. 
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President’s Piece 


To begin with, just a few words on the 
Branch property at Zillmere in Brisbane. 
There has been some concern expressed of 
late as to just where the Branch is going 
regarding the property. 

Firstly, the property is in very good 
condition; the grounds are neat and well 
looked after, whilst the house is continually 
being upgraded. Recently, we’ve had a 
new stove installed, the interior repainted 
and parts of the plumbing system replaced. 
Probably the next major project will be the 
repainting of the exterior of the house, but 
this is a little way off yet. We’ve also 
recently replaced a section of fencing with 
chain wire and steel posts and it is hoped 
that in the next month or two, a two metre 
by six metre concrete apron will be com- 
pleted at the front of the storage shed. The 
concrete apron will give us a level and firm 
area to do maintenance work on our exhi- 
bition equipment. 

On the financial side, the rental re- 
ceived for the house covers the loan repay- 
ments but we do have to contribute a small 
amount from Club funds to cover rates and 
insurance. Back in July, we paid a substan- 
tial amount off our loan and we hope to 
finalise the mortgage by this time next year. 

We are currently talking with the Bris- 
bane City Council on an informal basis 
regarding the possibility of having our 
property rezoned, together with what is 
involved in doing so. We also need to find 
out just what sort of zoning would cover 
our Branch Rooms and activities and also 
if the property was rezoned, would we be 
able to leave a tenanted house on the 
property and continue to rent it? Another 
problem to be resolved is the type of 
building we could use for Club Rooms. 
What may be suitable for us, ie an indus- 
trial-type building, may not be within Council 
restraints for the area. 

If we wished to have a building some- 
thing similar to what we now have at South 
Biter. we would be looking at a cost 
well in excess of $150,000. Once we repay 
our current mortgage, which is the Stand- 
ing Committee’s intention, before we can 
do anything, we will have to do some really 
serious saving to get a decent pnonen 
deposit fageter before approaching the 
bank. We are probably looking at a 
timeframe of at least five years after we pay 
off our current mortgage before any action 
can be taken, so there is ample opportunity 
for every member to consider the ramifica- 
tions of the intentions of the Committee. 
These will have to be endorsed by majority 
votes at General Meetings anyway, so 
there will be ample opportunity for you to 
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VICTORIA BRIDGE 


CITY -~ 


BRISBANE RIVER 


present any ideas, views or feelings which 
you may have, either verbally or in writing. 
I assure you that the present Committee 
has no intention of leaving South Brisbane 
in the near future unless the Railway 
Department asks us to do so, which ap- 
pears unlikely. Remember that if we do 
wish to have a home of our own, we need 
to plan for a course of action and we need 
to start doing something about Zillmere. 
As mentioned above, rezoning enquiries 
are currently being made and that is all. 


THE CLUB LAYOUT. 


Work on the layout is continuing. 
Most efforts are currently being put into 
the scenery and electronics. All 16.5 mm 
gauge track has been laid whilst at this time 
no tracklaying has been done on the 12 mm 
gauge section. It is hoped that in the not 
too distant future, some "BEMO’ points 
will be purchased for the mainline section 
and some track hand-laid to get the main- 
line section operating. It is hoped a little 
later to have several workshop nights and 
scratch build the remaining 12 mm points 
needed to complete the narrow gauge section 
of the layout. 

Work on the electronics is very slow due 
to the complexity of the job and the lack 
of helpers. To date, there are several 
major control panels and a couple of minor 
ones for local control, plus one bar switch 
which have been completely re-wired. Three 
others are in the process of being done. It 
is hoped to have the bar switches installed 
by December allowing 10 mainline sections 
with the possibility of four trains operating 
continuously. 22 point motors have been 
installed at major junctions and strategic 
locations. The remaining point motors will 
be installed as they become available. Even 
with all this work going on, the layout sees 
intensive use during operating sessions and 
itis hoped that in the not too distant future, 
timetable operation can be introduced. 
Scenery work is on ‘Hold’ to a great extent 
at the moment due to the electrical work 
but it is hoped that once the bar switches 
are installed, the scenery work will get 
underway once again. 

Recently, the Branch took delivery of a 
television set and video players, so if you 
have a favourite railway video, bring it in 
and share it with the rest of us. 

Best wishes and good modelling. 


Bob Mawson 


July Clubroom Notes 


Good progress on the layout electrics 
was made this month with many electric 
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point motors installed. The station of 
Dimbulah has had all motors installed and 
connected to the local panel. The only 
wiring task left at this location is some LED 
displays to show point position - any vol- 
unteers? Any ideas? The present point 
motor mounting is simply a 6” piece of 1 
mm MIG welding wire bent to form a 
double crank, which passes through the 
baseboard in a brass sleeve. This method 
has been put on a trial for many months at 
the ‘return bypass’ points under the 
despatcher’s panel. Lately, we’ve been 
wiring up the point motors completely; 
nine wires all-up, hooking up the MIG wire 
to the points, attaching a piece of double 
sided tape to the motor base and then head 
off under the layout to attach the motor. 
The motor coils are hooked up temporarily 
tO a power supply and tested, before screw- 
ing the unit in place. If you have any better 
and easier methods, please come forward 
and help out. 

The first bar switch has been rewired 
and it looks good. Four more bar switches 
need to be done, so if you like soldering or 
are willing to get some practice, don’t be 
backward in coming forward! 

It has been suggested that one bar 
switch can be hooked up to the layout, 
along with a temporary main panel, which 
may allow better operation on running days 
- testing of the bar switch - testing of the 
signalling system. Some members have 
suggested a logic arrangement be fitted in 
the signalling systems. 

Scenery work continues at a steady pace 
and we are always looking for ideas in this 
area. There is so much track on the layout 
and it would be a good idea to see the best 
possible ideas used in the space left for 
scenery. 

Like any part of the construction of the 
Club layout, we are looking for the best 
possible result using ideas and past experi- 
ences from everyone. 

The running days have been well pa- 
tronised. It was good to see Roger Ker- 
shaw from ’down south’ dropping in for our 
3rd Saturday meeting. (There’s one every 
month). Highlight of that day’s running 
was John Lees’ British freight train. Chris 
Malone worked the branch lines with his 
US equipment, while Iain Moore gave the 
Besides new DD17 4-6-4T OR locomotive 
a good test run with some Club rolling 
stock. 

In the workshop, Matthew has been 
turning up parts for the point operating 
system at "South Brisbane’ and also for his 
scratch-built Union Pacific 0-6-0 switcher. 


Steve Malone 


Cy 


